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Satire’s my weapon; hut I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and lilt at all T meet ; 

Tonly wear il in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, suneccargoes, sharpers., dal directors. —Y ore. 


sillin 
REPLY TO THE STRANGE ADVICE OF 
DESERTING SPAIN. 

A most singular attack has been made upon the 
Spaniards, as having beentie authors of the restoration 
of the Bourbons, by tuctr resistance to the invasion of 
Napoleon; and it is pretended to be argued unon this 
ground, they are not entitled to the support of the friends 
to liberty in England:—aad still moro than this, it is as- 
serted that they were to blame for having resisted the 
blessings of a Frenei invasion, and ought now to be 
abandoned to their fate, as a proper panishment for 
having viadicated their national independence. These 
propositions are so startling to the common sense of the 
case, and so-conirary to the fezlings wht:h exist upon 
this subject, that we cannot let them pass without notiee. 
Whatever might! do the miscoaduct of the British Govern- 
ment in its war ar pitied the French Revolation—and no 
One can more decidedly tian ourselves denounce the 
wickedness of that measnre—the Soaniards were so much 
called upon to resist the invasion of, Napoleon, as the 
Breach to resist the invasiorof the ailted despots. under 
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inquisition, to remove the feudal 
he way for better institutions. But what ri 
interfere, to force his blessing 
Spamards at the point of tue bayonet’ A nation thut 


Cannot perceive the want of Itbertyv, 13 not fitied for 
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too -hort. Was Spain to blame for this? Whatinterest 
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moland, that she soul 
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had Spain in tho destraction of F 
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lend herself to it, at the eost of her o vn existent: asa 


nation? ‘terinbecile monare’:. and his coward son—lher 


novles, licr senators, hor offiesrs, were induced to sucri- 
fice Spain to the projects of France ; but her gzaliant poa- 
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santry refused to be parties to the league, and they fia ily 
reour . ' 


redeemed fice from bondave. “What the restoration of tue 
Bourbons iu srance followed this event, was not tiie erime 
of Spain—but of further imprudence on the part of Na- 
poleon, and the passive submission of the Freuch them- 
selves. If France chooses to shake off the Bourbons, it 
is in her power to do so. If she chooses to retain them, 
she has the right todoit. Nationsare not acconutable to 
other nations for their internal policy, any more tian an 
individual is accountable to another for the arrangements 
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of his domestic economy. But when one nation pretends 


to interfere with the internal policy of another, it Is the 
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business of every state, that would not be dictated to, to de- 


nounce the dictation, if it cannot inte: fere to preveut it :— 
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ly attack upon another, Ww he could do nothing to renel it. 
Phe question is not what induced the Spaniards to 
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mentary corruption Is true: but that is no charge aeainst 


the Spainards, wie would not have fought, if the battle 


had not been theiz own, [ft is now clear that the Enzlish 
bhoroughmongers Wish Spain to be conguered. This is 
sufficient to induce every enemy of the boroughmongers, 
io wish for the trumph of Spain. It may be true, that 
many of those who appear earnest in the cause of Spain 
are not:o; but if they lend any assistanee to the cause 
of Spain. they are entitled to our thanks. We ask 


not who, or what, they are, any more than we should 


ask a soldier his motive for entering in oar ranks.— 
When it cane to be a question of trust, we might 
rake some iaquines, but when they proffer assistance, 


surely we necd not hesitate to receive it. Granted, that 


thev wish for no real change in Enoland. They will still 
help aa) produce one, if Lies contribute to the triumph of 
Spain! Fhe war wo nee ceainst the Bourbons in both 
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thousands, as miserable, or even more niiserable, in 
England and freiand, is completely fallacious, until it can 
be shewn that what is given to Spain and Gre: ce, is taken 
from our native poor. ‘Ther verse, howevcr, is the case. 
The money subscribed for Spain will be expended in arms, 
and other manufactures of the conntry : and tus to some 
extent, invigorate the bational incustry :—instead of re- 
maining in the pockets of the subscribers. ‘“fbose who 
have so much regard for the British poer mov remember 
that the proper test of their feelings will be for them to 
give their money to the miserable in Britain. Phey may 
do this without condemning the subseription Jor S 
a plea for keeping their money in their poe’ cts. tn Pne- 
land, there is new little to he done to advanee the canse 
of public hberty. 

The currency question is partially at rest: and night 
as well never have been mooted ; because if people will 
trust insolvent concerns with the management of t! ciraft- 
fairs, there can be no end to delusion, watil credulity is 
exhausted. While the country remaims at peace, the Mi- 
nistry will find resources somewhere. Property may change 
hands, but it cannot get ont of their reach; and if matters 
not to them who pays it. Phe triumphant enswer at the 
treasury is, ‘“ the taxes are peid.” Llere we are, then, in 
our fetters ; and must either wait till we Lave courage to 
throw them off, or wait till they rust off ia the progress 
of time. But shall we do nothing for others, because we 
can do but little for ourselves? ‘This would be sad reagon- 
ing ; and worse policy: an} unless we are prepared to 
wear the chains of the Holy Alliance, as well as the fet- 
ters of our own boroughmongers, we should contribute all 
we can to the escape of Spain from the bondage threatened 
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her. There is no doubt at all, but that an aliance enists 
to put down every particle of popular liberty as far as ihe 


power of the continental despots can effect it. Look at 
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the suppression of the revoliitions in Napies, and Piedmont. 
Look at the principles upon which Spain is invaded :— 
principles which would equally justify an invasion of 
Britain to-morrow. Not a syllable of the proclamations 
of the Duke d’Angouleme need be altered, but the 
dates and names. Look at the more recent suppression 
of the “ German Observer,”” a newspaper of Wirtemberg, 
for advocating the ** SovEREIGNTY of the PEOPLE! 7’— 
Read the following statement, aud say if Enelish feeling 
ought to remain neutral. : | | 


cL a 4 a on Salad j : ? % : ‘ ‘ ‘ 
AHRANBKEOR I, J VE 12 bie popieks ot this City HOw Cobhlalll 


ip ‘roceedings of the Piet in the sittings on the 30th of May, 
relative to the suppre ssilon of the journal published in Wurtemberg, 
by the name of the “ Cerman Observer.” The German Confede- 
ration has declared that # common bond of unison embraces most 
vf the states of Europe, tor the great object of maintaining what 
exists —ot preventing every internal revolution—of opposing a 
barrier everywhere to ani archv—-and thus preserving real peace, 
under the protection of which alone the welfare of nations can 
flourish. And the Confederation subscribes to the system of these 
powers, whi h is founded on the prine iple of legitimacy, and not 
of the sovere:snty of the people, wiie his followed by anarchy. It 
then examines the tendency and spirit of the“ German Observer, 
which it deciares to be so tull of articles of a revolutionary nature, 
that the committee had no difficulty but in selecting proofs. They 
find that it advocates revolutionary principles, not accidentally and 
occasionally, but regularly and perseveringly, that all the articles, 
original as well as borrowed, narrative, argumentative, antinceh 
political, serious, religious, and liverary, are exclusively directed 
to the circulation of revolutionary views and doctrines. 

The committee therefore decree its suppression, and the editor, 
Mr. 8. G. Lusehiag, from enga o1ug for five years, i editing any 
similar publication 1 In any of tne states of the Confederation. The 
committee indulges the just expectation that it will not be reproach- 
ed with desiring to suppress every expression of Opimon on politi- 

cal subjects. The proposal was adopted. The Embassador ef 
Wirtemburgh declined voting. All the members agreed that the 
suppression of the journal in question was well merited, «na 1- 
deed necessery, ou account of its revolutionary tendency, ond 
audacious manner of writing. 

Neutrality, in such circumstances is a word only fitted 
for the mouth of a boroughmougering administration. 
We cannot be neutral, when our national existence !s so 

deeply threatened: and those who counsel us to abandon 
Spain to its fate aro either more brave than wise. or more 
loud thansineere. it wou {sound strange for an English 
statesman to propose that Spain aud Portugal shouid 
become provinces of Hien hit those who say that 
Soar ennot defead hevself 
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to her own resources, without evena word to cheer her in 
tiie contest, propose this anion. It would be a wast: of 
words to pursue this subject farther. 

It is with great satisfaction we siate, that even 
the French confess the King of Spain has been re- 
moved from Seville to Cadiv, without the slightcst 
difficulty. ‘he Spaniards are devoted to the cause 
of their liberty. Otherwise the Cortes could not have 
led tie King uiwillingly atone from place to 
place. Now ict the French march to Seville. Let 
them march from “eville to the wate. of Cadiz. They 
will be there as fav from their object as they were it 
Paris. When the French line is extended to all these 
points, the guerilla warfare will begia. Such a warfare 
requires time for orzanization. It wants fit leaders, and 
men capable of cuduring fatigue but in the last con- 
est, and ia this, Mina has shewn what the system is 
capable of, by his constant harrassing of a force ten times 
his own number: and the case with which he moves in 


what direction he pleases, sufliciently proves that regular 


forces must ultimately be defeated in air a warare. 


The only fear is of Cranach wold, and English iatvigue. 
These are the mortal enemies of Spr 3 h freed nso bit 
even should these means corrupt the Cortes, and disaria 
the military leaders, the POPULACE (f Spain is left: and 
that populace by dint ’ nrere acacia. and uncon- 
querable valour, defeated the levions, aud tilumphed 
over the arts of Napoleon, whe in the zentih of his 
power. Sucl a spirit wiil not stoop to kiss the feet of 
the Bo: Irbons. 


The foilo: Wing particulars froai Sip iobert Wilson, wao 
a tes i P j oe 1 
has staid in s: afety to talk of distant hazards. but wing iras 
i ? “ = ¢ ~ “he ow . . "wr 
rushed to encounter them, will be interesting to ever, 


man who feels as a man oucrht to do, when despotism ts 
in the field azainst the liberties of the himaa race 

EXTRACTS FROM TWo LETSPERS FROM SIR ROBERT WILSON, AD- 

DRESSED TO J. G. LAMBYION, ESQ. Me P. 

Or Vico.—* Already 1,000 men have been sent of to the army 
Every horse te is been given up for the service, wa 
town and district is enroled inthe militia.” 

Or Gaticra.— This province can be defended with £2,009 troops 
aided by the inhabitants, against the whole army of the Puke 
‘i’ Angouleme, supposing he could employ his whole force i the ope- 
ration; at the same time, by its connection with the Asturias, and 
communications with Leon and Castile, it assumes, with its defen- 
sive means, an offensive attitude onthe most important basis of the 
enemy's communications, if he advances south of the f.bro, and 
more particular ofthe Douro. [N B. Refer tothe map.| Galicia 


every inan of tue 
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connected withthe Asturias, and secured on its right by Portugal 
can have butonedenvert yapprehen land thatis Hoon her sea coast? 
but the French will be very cautious of maritime expe ‘litions, as 
they will be afraid to rouse our jealousy. [tis really extraordinary 
what the ‘ralictans | 


re with their own limited means: and 
{ have this day seea os parade several nuadre | more men of the 


iave Got 


hnest military description, who areatl rea ly to vo forward as soon 
as they can be armed and equipped. 

Or Vrco--- Lhave requested areturn of what has been done 
by the tnhabitants of Vigo alone, ant of their preseat wants. 
fe would be most agreabl> to me and most useful. if acy contribu- 
{ions shoul i he 125) Fae forwat i. aus [ «rust the re are. in Eneland, we 


send herethe srst supply of arms, &c.  Ushouid think 1,000 are re 
cuired at the present moment. 
“© Et qui cito dat, bis cat. 
Por France must make peace, or try the fortune of her arms 
very soon tn tans quarter under every disadvantage, and, as [ athrm, 
with assurence of defeat, if Tean only eet one halfexecured of what 
| purpose im the interests of this country and our own.” 

“Or Cornunna.--© The people of this town are enthustastic tn 
theirattachment to the constitution, an | the Enelish Vice-consul of 
Ferrol tells me itis the same there, put the poonlation is small. 

“The volunteer force 1s composed of as tine men as ever [saw 
any country, and also the disp sable militia, many detachments 
of whieh are dome duty in Galicia. The greater part are clothed 
andallare clothing, thoueh with great sacrifice to the inhabitants 
They are also nearly all ar ned, but Some of the arins are in an im- 


i 


perfect state, t ouch }wasimuch pleased to see they were all in good 
order, as Far hs cles nny coul !accomplish it. The c mseripts are all 
fine voune men, and do not seem discontented ‘except for want of 
clothing. 

“ Some of those who formed part of the Royal Guord on the 
Ssthof Mava 


very hest troops of the army. There are also some penitent fac- 


re here, ant foam told behave as well as any of the 


tions, but they are very inferior to the Constitutioaalsts, from 
vouth and Apearance. \Itogether, T suppose, between Vigo and 
Corunna, the-warrisons of both inehuled, [T have scene5,000 men 
wanting nothiog but sapptiies and discipline, ro make them the best 
troops in the world, takiog all in all; fora Spaniard, with water 
and a bit ot bread, Or it kind of pea, will maorch Forty miles a day 

‘“ The auxihary coros of 5,000 British (at least) is clamoured for 
- aidit would create and organize a force of 30,000 


4 
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men ith this provilce and tne Asturi he but even Wifi) pth! flare ‘t rps 


hy all classes 


with only a few good officers and some few nen-commissioned oil- 

cers, T would sledge myself to have an army of 25,009 men in two 
_.- . * ‘0 

months, if we could only get arms and equipments. 
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‘Ve have transmitted to the spanish Conmnittee the presentot 
tne sped hidy! 3 musket of the operative cun-make rs of Birmingham, 
anid are reaueste | to express the sense of the value Ot their suc- 
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cestions, which the Committee entertain, 
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NEW ARISLOCRATICAL PROPOSAL ‘$O PUNISK 
POACHING WIPH: DEATH. 


The proposal to make game the private proierty of, 
and to authorize the seiliug of it by, the lords of the ma- 
nors, carries wiil) it an unseen dageer to plunge into the 
vitals of the body politic. [ft is not vet ABSOLUTELY 
DEATH to killa hare; although there are some contin- 
gencies that make it so, even at prosent:—but we know 
enough of the aristocracy, and of its care of its own inte- 
rests, to know that it will not s‘op at the mere Ceclaration 
that game is privale property. It will go on from such a 
declaration, to take the same means of protecting this pri- 
vate property, which it adopts to secure other property : 
and when the public are accustomed to hear poaching 
as metamorphosed into siealing, it will be attempted to 
punish hare stealing, or pariridze stealing, in the same 
manner as Sheep stenting: aud it may depend spon the 


caprice or ill-humour of a judge, to punish the wiring of 
a hare, or the shooting ofa partridge, by HANGING !— 
The city reader may start with astonishment from the bare 
supposition ; but we must tell him he knows not in what 
a bitter spirit, and with what ill-blood the poacher is per- 
secuted by the game-owners. The citizen always holds 
poaching to be a sort of aliowable offence. It is necessary 
for him to have game at his table cccasionally; and the 
claim set up by the landed aristocracy to deprive him of it, 


unless they choose to make him a_ present of it, 


he rejects with disdain. ‘rhe poacher is become 
a fair trader in his eyes; and he cannot understand 
the reason why he should be so _ bitterly per- 
secuted. But the landed aristocracy have other feelings. 
They consider the game as their private property already : 
and they are as ready to punish any ilringement upon it, 
as they would be to punish horse or sheep-stealers. Nay. 
in many cases, the cattle-stealer is deemed the honester 
man ; and the poor poacher is often made to feel ten times 
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tie severity of the law, in comparisou with its letter, 
than the cattle-stealers undergo. Nor will the character 
of the country magistracy afford any security for the miti- 
gation of the law, or foranyv merciful administration of 
its enactments. “They are always either parties interested 
in the game, or hiand-in-gwlove with those who are : and 


ba > i Oe ox | 4 ? aie = ote, . + y 4% —— © x i ~ ° '’ 
we have plenty of instances of their want of the milk of 
} ee . Be cc aseat oe .s & } ; 
qitimiand handing S3,1n thelr aeccisiob.« on titis cebrect, already. 


ihe last term aifords us a striking exan.ple of what may 


x “ tie at 
ollowirne extreect will 


be expected from them: and the ¢ o 
shew that they do not even carve about what the law au- 
thorises them to do: but that they can nobly consult their 
inclinations, and set tue lew at defiance. 

The King v. Clittertuck and Ryley, Fsgrs, 

Mr. Brougham moved fer a rule calling on two Meeistrates of 
the ceunty of Heriford, named Clutterbuck and Ryley, to shew 
cause why criminal information should not be filed avainst them. 
‘Two informations were laid betore these centlemen,who were nem- 
hers of an asseciation for the protection ef game, against 7 ersens 
for being an the fields with dogs and guns, and came to be heard 
before them on the 18th of March last. Twe other Magistrates 
were in the room before their arrival, and on their entrance one of 
them asked, “Where are these game men?” The informations 
were supported by the eath of only one witness, named George 
Jones, who first sworethat he saw one of the cefendants, named 
Cook, sporting on the SOth of December. As the day became 
material, Cook, by way cf trying the mem ry of the witucss, 
asked himif be bad any memorandum by which he could tix it; 
but the Magistrates would net allow the question to be put, one of 


them telling the defendant, * Youare not to-cross-examine here 


. bd ' ° ’ B= 9? 
es if vou were ina Court of Justice,” (a laugh): and another 
: : . wv ! ! ‘ ! a 
Niagistrate observing, sia it a WITheSS LOOKS Lil the UhmenNaACK, aA?’ d 


is shewun aday, and swears that is the dav on which he saw the 
offence commitied, that 1s a enough.” On this, rather a pinchin 
question Was put tf »the loarned justice 55 What, will it be enough 
if the witness caunotread ??) To which lr. Clutterbuck and Ryley 
Yes.” (Lanehter). Again, the detendant 


lhimaas the person whom 


! 
severally answered, 
wished toask how the witness identify 


he saw, as he satd that he did not approach nearer hia than two 
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hundred yards ; but Mr. Clutterbuck refused to allow that question 
to be asked, and added, * You have no defence at all unless you 


can prove an a/tht, that is, that you were twenty miles off” (Great 


laughter), ‘The information being completed, and the witness, who 


7 


ist 


was dniy a marksman, haviog made his mark, the Mag 


rates o 

dered the clerk to draw a fue simile of it, only inserting the name 
of the other defeudant, and the 36th for the Stist of December, 
and then gave it to the same witness to authentieate, who, withou! 


] 
’ 
i 


reading it or hearing it read, made his mark, and it was received 


as a matter of course, the Magistrates not thinking it necessary 
to observe the little formality of taking fresh evidence in aa entirely 
distinct cause. (A Jaugh). Tins being done, Mir. Clotrercbuek and 
Mr. Ryley retired toa windovy, sayiag, “ This particularly concerns 
us;” and after consulting tog-ther, came forward and said, “ We 
commit you inthe penalty of ten pounds.” ‘The parties wished to 
appeal; but the Magistrates refu-ed totake bail, ans! insisted on 
the immediate payment of the penalty. The penaliy was accord- 
ing deposited, and the Magistrates looked for the first: time ito 
“ Burn’s Justice,’ and said, “ As you have paid the peualty, itis 
too late to appeal.” This was the case in which be (Mr. Brougham) 
moved for a cerliorart last term ; but the circumstances to which 
he now referred woul! not appear on the face of the proceeding. 


: ; 
The Court eranted arule to shew cause, directing that it should 
be served without delay. 
ES, RE a a ee, ee. ee ee hat 
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nity for them to put bo with! Not even to care to will 


a portion of thio Very fame they 
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we would take eare that if we could not pariake of the 


‘ ‘ alton 72 47 Toe Ghee: ‘5 
famc, no one ese should. We snouid find some means 
Pe vite a . ’ ‘ pe 4 re me et Pee wa , 
of putting an end to the dispute, by. aunidilatiog it. And 
s ‘ * 
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sailed, not any part of it would lend us aid. Nay, on the 
contrary, it did all it could todiscourage ts, and to protect 


the abuse by neglecting to expese it. The Hxamener bas 


done its duty nobly, sinee it hes itself been attacked 


With so much rancoue : but at that time, when its powerful 


aid might have been a‘ Gant to the Dw,” 1t was as si- 


j 
4 H va La ,« wi tar of ¥® tmnt £ tian 4 ré ahr 
lent as the rest. If was only a poor Dwarf that was about 


to be immolated ; aud your “ grown-up nien’’ were too im- 


au 
es. 3 


he newtect of its 


,_ 


portantly emploved to notice such tri 


ee 


duty by the press, rendered the public indiverent : and the 
Master of the Crown Office had time to entrench himsell 
at his leisure. Since then the system has made rapid 
Strides to an infamous perfection. What it was then h- 
be:ous to whisper, namely that“ special juries were packed 
for mimsterial purposes.” is now openly avowed, and un- 
blushiagly defended. Packing juries is declared to be a 
rightofthe Master. AT! the boasted purity of jury-trial is 
abandoned ; and, it is in effect, deciaved, that it ought not 
to be pure, and was never intended to be impartial. We 
beseech our readers to peruse with great care the following 
report of the refusal to grant a new tral to str. Dolby, 


eee y Bi ? : 
which occurred on Wednesday last — 
* THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSUCIATIGN.—THE KING V. DOLBY. 


“The Lord Chieti Justice delivered the judement of the court on 
the rule for a new trial, which the defendant obtained after being 
convicted on an indictment preferred against him by “ The Cousti- 
tutiomil Associstion,” for publishing a work, entitied @ The Poliu- 
cal Dicuonary.” The rule was granted on two objections to the 
jary who tried the cause; fist, as there was a venire directed to 
the sheriff on which something had been done, the mtroduction et 
a second venire, directe:| to the coroner, was irregular: but that 
officer ougit to have been required to surncnen Galy as many as 
might supply the detictency in the jurovs 3; and, secondly, that the 
coroner ought not to have procured the attendance of individuals 
in order that he mieht return them on the praver of a tales, brie 


al : 
should have taken the te nom from thore who were aecilentall, 
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? ; + F tna > | 4 } } Pa *» . 
Oresent-aA bial 1c rst ot these o! yections lad beeh prnel 
ally arguen, iS 1 cme Oraner Nnwd veen dires fed ta summol 
= othe; PUGS, © List Oi which he was required to return 


| 
¢ } } ’ ;> t %* r . . ' . 
“tweive cood and lawful men. \ non this w rit, he hia (., of neces- 
sify, as the yurv wassrecial, returned the saine jury, who were 
struck under the rule of court, and by whom oniy the cause could 


. ’ r, } + | ' ia pares , 
be legally decided. ft appeared, then, that the principal jury by 
whom the cause was tried consisted of the proper didi duals to 


> } bs 1 8 . i? - > 

try if, and teerezore the emrst obi clio Was grouldiess. Lhe 
, A uP = oe 

second ObjC ction was Oppose dito the wiele Prive) le ot the haw, 


: a 5 ss alee 
which alwavs directed the ollicer to sumiaon ; which reguired him 

v en ' , @ ‘ ae .| art aye . syte . | t st 4 , anil ye as , * ! bs i ’ 
tu Pere ee netsaa > WihlICh Devel COULCCIpPLactea tire cUSUPULLY Ol 1CaVviIne 
to chance the parties who should serve the important otlice of jury- 


P as - | a teed REY oa ge om 
nen 3 ahh WhICH proviae dd SecuRrilty ! iis{ 
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curruptuion by the re- 


sponsibility of the returning officer. 


e 
—— 
e- 


present cuse, there 
Was hu suggestion that the coroner was intluenccd by uidue motives 
— cs tlacents thy. ; wat ¢ oe a a rned had ; , 
QO avuegation tiat any one of the maividuais returnea had any 
bias on the question: butthe argument was rested on the general 
! ' * e ‘ ’ P >} } . 
princi ic tial the ;urs Oa | ent t ce .Cil al mere hi: ward, VW alc iwas 
etuad even to the statute 35 Hien. \ Vill. by which the tales de 
circumstantibus wes given. i; bad been weil observed on the part 
of tae prosecution, that if the csroner were vot allowed to provide 
a number of fit persons to serve in coses of necessity ue talesinen, 
‘ tice macht | Loto rd | tt . con mee tata hee . S| hy 
juscle € TalPare we aeicater VY ELLIE! Pabcy fiiimng the court witti ils 


own friends and retainers. Vor thcse reasons the rule for a new 


’? 


trial must be discharge: 

We would anxivdsly believe that no Eaghsh Judge 
could have tiiicied such a monstrous doctrine, that as ‘* the 
law never coitemplated the absurdity of leaving to 
chance the parties who should serve the important office 
cf jurymen.”’ We rep at, this is a monstrous doctrine ; 
though not more monstrous than that the Master of the 
Crown Office has a neat to; ack juries at his pleasure.— 
But we declare, in opposition to all the sshheciaisls that have 
ev. r deen ereated, that the principleof the bigtishlaw iS 
to leave the nomination of juvies to chance. Ii the Judge 
chooses to shelter himself under the palpable sophistry, that 


the law niarks out the distriet.and names the qualification of 
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jurymen, he may creep out of the dilemma; but we state 


that after the law has defined what 


paruies are eligible 
‘ arCrss. € se yey ayy ye vr ‘ > } ; 1x, “Inatn! .f } . 
to serve as jeurvinten, tie oTreat ANG OFM priicipie of their 


individual selection is by ‘© CHANCE ,” and for the obvious 


we 
——_ 
_—— 
— 
—_— 
— 
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reason, that by chance alone can they be impartie 


ee j : a 5 ! ' . 
minated. t is not chance, certalily, that brings the 
e a 


pond 
— 


cession, to brine 


when thev are in court, itis the ballot that ealls them as 


~~. 


: eee Ta 2 age — 9 Ro oe Pe x é 
the quit ° aL ts CHANCE wider sends then li 


\ 
r = Tt c ‘ } Be as ‘ _f 1. t 
DOX. in special § iries, the principlh o1 the law is Guile 
as evident. ate master Of the crown oice proves 


“ . + ' 4} °63 . rm >, ‘ & 1 - , ? ss . " : : 44 ‘ c* 
this ; 107 there ls NOW Aa GhaaVil O11 his OWL O11 Lue files 


ae § . sant eee ee oe : * ¢ , 4 ley “meow _ ’ 

of the court, swearing that ve I u Teri tv POU tad rnied 
ee et ee } } ci ‘ 4 ' EXT 
Yj f t } he | ~~ <” P e> 2 e 4 1 ¢ 

With tHe parties Wnom ne anectS to Sse@:ect. we 


are not oblived to credit his swearing, but SO Ile SWEARS 


« oo hae 7 ve ot) oy + 4 Ls 1-4 len, KY Lan 
—and, if it were true that ie did not know tiem, he 


P , ' by 7 ; H _ . 4° 
must select by chance, for be coulu have no motives of 


reference. We do not say that be does take them bv 
preic ; 

WX? ’ . 7 s » s } b °e tr . 
chance. We have some reasou to suppose the contrary ; 


’ 


, H ~ 4 a . ~~ . 3 i* ve . 47 ‘ 
but ne swé@ars Le does. : hat Is @€nousya tor aus. W + shall 


leave him to settle the question, as to what chance leads 
him almost always to the «cme names, in his selection : or 
Why among persons with whom he is utterly unaecqaain- 
ted, he should almost always flud the same reasous for 
preference. ‘The thing Is so; and that is enough,—avye, 


; t ] nial en i en ee 
and too much forus. But the Lord Chief Justice is ina 


~ : 2 Po a) 1; ny ~ ye 2 > ¢ 1} 4? ) ‘a Ff} \ { 
still oroatel dilemma. EY ins Of cf POSpors! lity 
> ‘anes ae » . 433 aeyPh dF 13 FD « +} Lay | q ; 
of the returning oticer. iis, mm pFactice, Is a je: t 
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responsibility, by itis patronage Ot fis Usuroawion 


but the reason of the ease stilt remains. Suen an offi- 
cer ought to be responsibie; out fo what cou respone 
1 1} 


. . . [ oe - . } m4 . . 
sibilitv attach? Upon our principies, and the principles 


° ’ i ai a eens ke er . i \? 
of the law. he is to nominate fhe Juries by chance. In an 
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open and impartielmanner. If he fais to do this, he ought 
io be pumished torit. ‘rhis isan intelliorble responsibility, 


; . ' € ‘7 Yo the eae + Pt : ! . » . aa vi cy *y "ry 
and would satisty us, Phe factof his uolnge Wrous, proves 
} } " 4” 7 } i . ann ; 7 I : . 
the badness Ol} the motuve DV W bic rit is done. But VV hat 


say the Judges about their respousibility ¢ ‘They say the 


i 
rman) te Yr ‘ | weed 4, ™ & arto. Be }; e hes ann 4 2 » ¢ 
miasteP MNa’s Aa THeTIG to eNePFC!Iise HiS Giscrerion, ahd to pa ne 
‘ . Pe Vo © epairel wende meanest ye ; caAC AR ‘ 
as he pleases : and you must prove that he was actuated 
. i 
? . wersize. f . — a wr ‘> r, t . ys \ ’ oa i ? ‘ . ry 
by COT j HDersonai mMmonves, before they will rear any 
. ‘ ‘ * . 
’ ’ ry } i . , ’ , roy 
CHAT oO ¢ a i i. a i’ if (} ) } hy ; }? COU I} = 
4 ? } ” 
“orn ) , i ii] } my ry oO ‘ a | re i@S : li tiie yro rf Or 
= i i { 
3 bony 4 } , hs, { virtecl 
his i? ith pe X A 4 r is . chided Is agi ‘ CLO } WoO ild 


Cc yoy iy 1, af a. yy » Y motry: ! a ‘a yey hee; ‘yg La hi 3] 
QOQiie tlh Dal yi Aas i wt Ut AULLUUdi sgtil Vg AMR ain bi baif 


; * ; ae _ we or ? - oe a oe ' 
acted, (sis he Would sweat) to the pest Of his yer ioment ! 


{ 
This ts tare iogic for acourtot law! and sound consola- 
tion for the master! Bat what is it to Mr. Dolby, and to 
other victims! We are so indignant at the continual out- 
rage to all sense of equity which is cif red by “ the au- 


thorities.” upou this point, that we have not sufficient pru- 
dence loft to proeeed at present with any further observa- 
tions. We have not, however, doue with these same 
“ Jearned Phebans v’—nor will we ever cease our endea- 
vours to expose the practices which we canuot amend, un- 
til the p <b! 

} . 


ewer to the state, as well as to the individual sufferers. 


—_ 
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re effectually roused toa sense of their dan- 
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RADICAL REFORM, 


i 


NEWCASTLE PETITION FOR 


PD OP TAS FEES 


uN 


Sur Isaac Coffin and the contented and fat part of the 


Country exposed a little. 


‘The Reformers of Newcastie-npon-Tyne and its neigh- 
bourhood, after some doubt as tothe propriety of petition- 
ine the House of Commons for Reform, agreed to try the 
experiment once more: end, accordingly prepared and 


’ a » S 5 . . r - 
forwarded a demand tor tieit ligats, signed by pw ards of 


three thousand persons. “Phis number would lave been 
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multiplied four-ield : but the Reformers of the North are 
become perhaps too indiffcrent to the repetition of 
which they are fully aware will never be granied b: 
Borougiimorgers, “ in fu'bassembly ret,’” until it sha 


impossible torefuse them. The question then is, whether 


ceasing to petition will have any eifect. Weare decidedly 


—e i 1 2 < . vr +} ,. . a >) ’ ad 3 » > : & . . wey e 
of Op luloi that it Wii not; and We deem it therefore Wise 


to reiterate petiicns, year by year, month by month, and 


i 


even day by asy, if it were possible ; for petitioning does 
produce some etiect, even upon the honourable house itself, 
and upon the public mind, it produces an effect which 
would otherwise be lost by the refusal of Ministry to meet 
the question. Py coustantly sending in petitions, we may 
induce them, in seme — moment of impatience, 
or irritation, to throw off their reserve, and provoke them 
to the arzument. At least we mas eel this object 
with.some of the less guarded hounds of the ministerial 
pack. We have an illustration of this position on the pre- 
sentation of the Newcastle Petition on Ehursday last, ac- 


? 


cording to the tollowing statement 


Me. James presented a pstition signed by 3,107 inhabitants of 
Newcastle-upou-fyne. They stared, that it was their inalienable 
right to be fully and fairly represented, that they should have a voice 
by their represeutatives, 1a making the laws by which they were 
governed,and in ioposing the taxes which they were called upon to 
pay; and that unless they enjoyed this, their condition was that 
of slavery. Tle was sorry not. to see the hon. member for Bramber 
(Me, Wilbertorce) as he would cali on him to assist in the emanci- 
pation of white slaves. The hon. gentleman might perhaps tell bim 
thac there was no comparison between the two cases. fe would 
show how far they were alike. Tie honourable member here went 
Into a comparison, aud after contending that the negro was better 
circumstanced, he added, “If it was now proposed that an ex- 
change of condition should be made between tue blocks and the 
working population here, be thought +t was in favour of the laticr. 


The petitioners praved as a vemely for their grievances, that the 
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liouse might grant annual Parliaments, universal suffrage, and vote 
by ballot, m which prayer he entirely concurred.” 


. 


Sir I. Corrrn said, the hon. member and the petitioners, were 
all under mental delusion. [°e did not know where the distress 
and misery on which they talked existed. For his own part, he 
never saw so many fat, sleek, well-clad, and contented-looking 
people as he saw in England, 

Mr. James observed, that the indivduals whom the gallant ad- 
miral had seen, so fat and sleek in condition, must be individuals 
who lived on the taxes. The petition was read and ordered to be 
piinted. 

It is we'l worth all the trouble taken by the petitioners | 
to have chbtained this remark from Sir Isaac Coffin.— 
Granted, that the amphibious kmght is not worth any 
great consideration, still this remark of his is arich treat: 
It proves a great deal more than the ex-mariner intended, 
and if he had chanced: to have been in a communicative’ 
disposition, we should have had sport-royal indeed. He 
mizht have told us, where he goes to see these contented’ 
and fat faces. He mixht have described to whom they 
bclonged—how they beeame fat, and what reason they 
had to be contented. Sir Isaae is a courtier: and from 
certain expressions onee used by him on the subject of the 
game laws, we suspect he is an epicure. Of course he 
looks after his liking; and is attracted by a fat-faece as 
readily, and to as great a certainty, as the magnet is at- 
tracted by the loadstone. A fat face is an index ofa geod 
kitehén : and’a contenicd countenance implies one who is 
not troubled with the expense of paying for what is pro- 
vided. The army of tax and tithe-eaters in this happy 
country, 1s more nun. reus then in any other country under 
the sun. [here are, ther fore, a greater number here 
than elsewhere of tho-c who live well at other people’s 
expense ; and if they were not contented enouch to grow 
fat. and to look happy, it would be hard indeed. Sir 
Isaac has the good fortune to belong to the regiment ; and 
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he is so good a soldier that he never thinks of desiring 
leave of absence. He keeps constantly in the mess-room, 
or on the parade; and thus adds to his own content by 
avoiding the countenances of any but his own comrades. 
His nerves are too delicate to look upon the crowd of la- 
bourers who toil and starve, that he may be idle and fat. 
Their appearance would distress him too much ; his very 
soul would be moved ; and his charitable feelings might 
be so much affected, that he might be induced to return the 
poor devils a penny or so of their ownearnings. This is 
a contingency to be avoided :—and it is easily and happily 
done, by keeping company only with the fat and con- 
tented ; and leaving the lean and miserable to gaze at each 
other’s countenances. Mr. James gave this amphibious 
animal a proper reply; but it was not so forcible as it 
should have been to make him feel. His hide is too 
tough, and there is too much fat under it, to make him 
mind the delicate prick of a needle. We would have ap- 
plied a rough currycomb, or a stout rasp, to his back, that 
he should have felt through all his fat, and in spite 
of all his content too! When he went home to 
his glass, he should have seen one exception to his list of 
contented faces, at any rate :—and with a little regular 
exercise in this manner, he might lose a little of his fat, 
as well as of his content, ina few months! We would 
have sought out for him some of his old acquaintances— 
some of his worn-out veteran tars, who are dismissed to be 
contented and to grow fat, upon leave to beg through the 
country ! This would be one means of changing the scene ; 
and if Sir Isaac have any eyes, he should not want objects 
to look upon ofa different, but quite as interesting a nature. 
We suppose that if this Sir Isaac were sent to investigate 
the condition of the poor of Spitalfields, in a season of 
scarcity, that he would muster the church-wardens and 
overseers, feel their pulses, look at their faces, dine with 
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them, swallow his three bottles of wine, and go back to 
the House of Commons to report, that the people in Spi- 
talfields -eat fish, flesh, and fowl, for dinner, and drank 
wime after it : and were as contented and sleek as any body 
he ever saw in his life. While we have such legislators, 
we may well call upon heaven to deliver us out of their 
hamis ; but the call will be as useless as that of the lazy 
waggoner to Hercules to help his waggon out of the mire, 
unless we put our shoulders to the wheel, and try what 
our exertions may effect to content ourselves, by taking our 
affairs inte our own.management. We may then have.a 
chance of growing fat, and being happy too—but the case 
would be changed with Sir Isaac, we fear. As we grew 
in flesh, he would become thinner—as we began to wear 
contented faces, his would become as blank as that of a 
widow left without a jointure. The period of our satis- 
faction would be that of ‘his extreme discontent: and Sir 
Isaac might then head a host of petitioners complaining of 
want, because they were “ unable to dig,’ though not 
ashamed to beg! This jest of Sir Isaac’s would be worth 
remembering at such a time. We might then ask him 
why he wore such a dismal countenance when all around 
him were contented and merry? He would then under- 
stand the difference between receiving and paying—be- 
tween working without eating, and eating without wotk- 
ing !—matters which he does not at present exactly com- 
prehend. But the knowledge may reach him in time ; 
and «ve.now thank him for pointing out who are the fat 
cand the contented ; for if, upon inquiry, none are found to 
‘be contented but those who prey upon the public ; and 
few fat but those who live upon other people’s labour ; 
the people may learn to think that the sooner the system 
is reversed, the better ; and a more equal division of con- 
tentand enjoyment may be soon set about in earnest. 
‘Let us therefore entreat our northern friends by no means 
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to abandon petitioning. ‘To be weary of well doing is no 
sign of grace. He who begins to break up the stubborn 
ground, and will try no more because the first crops fail, 
throws away at once his past labour, and his future hope. 





— = —— 


MURDER OF Mr. LAW. 


SET 


Our Yorkshire readers, who have taken a deep interest 





in this transaction, will learn with satisfaction that the 
course of justice, though delayed, will be permitted to 
take its regular course. ‘The journals give us the follow- 
ing account of the result of the application to remove the 
trial to another county. 

‘*THE KING V. WILLIAM MEaD AND ANOTHER, 

“ Mr. D. PF. Jones showed cause against the rule obtained, for a 
eeriierari to remove the indictments against the defendants for the 
murder of James Law from the court of assize and general gaol 
delivery of Yorkshire, into the King’s Bench, on the suggestion 
that an impartial trial could not be had in the proper county. 

“ The Lord Chief Justice said, should they refuse the writ, they 
must incur the danger that the unfortunate persons might lose the 
benefit of a dispassionate inquiry. Should they grant it, they 
would cause delay, and throw such expense on the prosecuto#s as 
would prevent them altogether from submitting the case to a jury. 
fn this dilemma, the Court could not refrain from observing that 
the defendaats might have applied at a much earlier period ; as the 
libels complained of were five months old. On the whole, they 
thought it best not to grant the writ; in confidence that those who 
should be sworn to try this solemn issue, would have virtue to dis- 
card all pre-possessions. The rule was accordingly discharged.” 

This point was determined on Wednesday last: and 
feeling that the inquiry might be injured by any further 
comment upon the case, as it now stands, we shall leave 
it without another word, to the tribunals. We promised to 
watch the matter carefully, and we have doneso. The 
friends of the accused were perfectly justified in taking 
every means in their power to assist them ; and whatever 
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we may think of the means, if justice is finally satisfied, 
we shall be contented. We trust that some of our friends 
in the neighbourhood will send us the earliest intelligence 
of the final result. 


_——_. —— 
ee ae ee ——— 





CURRENCY QUESTION. 





The disappointment felt by many at the failure of cer- 
tain predictions relative to Peel’s Bill, render it necessary 
to review this question, to place the matter in a proper 
poiat of view: and to show that the error lay, not in the 
falsity of the principles, but in the application of them, 
like Mr. Rieardo’s ‘“ standard of value,” without due re- 
ference to circumstances. It always seemed to us that no 
want of currency could be produced, without the destruc- 
tion of the paper system altogether ; and the latter cannot 
be effected without a revolution. The Bank stands upon 
the same foundation, and is as permanent as the 
Government. 

In order to have the matter fairly before us, we liere in- 
sert the two most im»yortant official documents that have 
relation to the effects of the system—Lord Stanhope’s 
speech in the House of Lords, on the presentation of Mr. 
Thomson’s petition for the theory ; and the petition itself, 
as detailing the practical results. We shall afterwards 
proceed to shew that the only remedy would be revolution ; 
and that without it, the transfer of property must proceed ; 
an equitable adjustment, however desirable, being impos- 
sible ; because those who would have to refund, have to 
determine for themselves whether they will refund or not, 
and their determination may be safely anticipated. 


Substance of the Speech of Earl Stanhope, on presenting 
Mr. Charles Andrew Thomson’s Petition, May 1, 1823. 


\iy Lorpbs, | ' 
The petition that has just been read, brings under vour 
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consideration a subject which is of general interest and: of 
extreme importance, that “ Equitable Adjustment” which 
has by some persons been so much misunderstood, and 
whieh has by other persons been much misrepresented. An 
Equitable Adjustment is, as the phrase itself implies, an 
adjustment upon the principles of equity ; and it isa clear 
and undeniable principle of that natural and immutable 
justice (without which human laws may enforce obedience, 
but cannot deserve respect) that if the government of a 
country. increases the value of the eurrency, it ought, in 
the same proportion, to diminish the amount of payments 
that are made upon contracts which were concluded ante- 
cedent to such alteration. Since the Bank Restriction 
Act in 1797, the value of the currency has been greatly 
different at some periods from what it was at others; and 
such is proved to have been the case by the prices of gold, 
and by that which affords a much more accurate criterion, 
by the prices of land, of produce, and of various articles 
of manufacture and of. commerce. With. respect to gold, 
it cannot be considered as a standard of value, except when 
it is employed for the purposes of currency ; and as such 
was not the case in this country during many years, goki 
itself became depreciated with respect to land and produce, 
as paper was also depreciated with respect to gold. No- 
thing, therefore, can be more futile or fallacious, than to 
attempt to measure by what were called the “market prices 
of gold,’ the depreciation of the paper-currency ; and 
that argument is only suited, for those who endeavour to 
delude the country, and to render obscure the important 
question of the currency. The value of the currency 
having beenreatly different at various periods, you ought, 
in justice to the country,. to regulate and adjust each. con- 
tract according to its own precise value at the period when 
it was concluded. ‘This is another principle of the equi- 
table adjustment which is totally different from the pro- 
jects that have been made for altering the standard, inas- 
much. as such an alteration would effect, in the same pro- 
portion, all contracts, whenever they were concluded : 
‘whereas the equitable adjustment would regulate each 
according to its original and true value. Such, therefore, 
are the principles of the equitable adjustment, than which 
none can be more just, none can be more necessary, [ will 
not say for the welfare, but even for the existence of this 
country. The object of the equitable adjustment is to 
rectify, and to restore to their original and true value all 
the contracts which have been concluded since the restric- 
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tion of cash payments in 1797, and the resumption of cash 
payments by the Act of 1819, which is usually known by 
the name of Mr. Peel’s bill, and which has more or 
less affected all those contracts. ‘The effect of the equi- 
table adjustment would be to do justice to all parties, and 
to replaec them in the same relative situation in which 
they stood at the periods when those contracts were con- 
cluded. Such being the principles and such the object 
of the equitable adjustment, I should be astonished at the 
calumnies with which it has been assailed, did [ not know 
that base and wilful misrepresentations have been indus- 
triously propagated upon the subject by those who are 
perhaps interested in the continuance of that iniquity 
which is the object of this measure to prevent. It was, 
however, with indignation that | heard this measure stig- 
matized as “ revolutionary,’ in a petition that was pre- 
sented by a noble lord frum Norfolk, against another 
petition which proceeded from that county. With respect 
to the term “ revolutionary,’ | would ask, what can be 
so revolutionary, what can be so detestable in its princi- 
ple, or so destrustive in its operation, asa revolution of 
property’ What can be more tremendous and terrific 
than such a revolution, if carried on under the sanction 
and by the authority of law? [ would also ask your lord- 
ships, whether you expect that such a revolution could 
be effected without shaking to its basis the whole fabric 
of society, without destroying all the existing establish- 
ments in Church and State, and without exciting the 
most dreadful convulsions? It was stated in that excel- 
lent petition which a noble Earl presented some time ago 
from the county of Hereford, and which prayed for an 
equitable adjustment, that this country exhibited the spec- 
tacle of an “ impoverished aristocracy, a ruined yeomanry, 
“ and a silent revolution proceeding steadily to its con- 
summation.’”’ I retort, therefore, the charge of ‘‘ revolu- 
tionary” upon those by whom it was most unjustly and 
most improperly employed : ; and would desire them, if it 
be in their power, to use arrument instead of abuse, and 
not to revile those whom they are unable to answer. It 
is said, indeed, that an equitable adjustment would pro- 
duce confusion. ‘This is the first time that I have heard 
such an objection urged aganst a measure of strict justice, 
which in duty to your country you are bound to grant. 

It never was intended that the origin of each contract 
should be traced, in order to discover who was the first 
holder. because it is obvious, that every person who holds a 
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eontract is so farin the same situation witi the person who 
originally concluded it, that he possesses the ie rights but 
is subject also to the same obligations. The principle of an 
equitable adjustment is not new, though I should not con- 
sider it to be a valid objection if it were, but your Lord- 
Ships will find that it was adopted in-Scotland, by an act 
passed in the third parliament of fking James Hf. That 
act is intitutled, “fhe manner of Debts and Contracts 
paying ;’’ and is unlike modern acts of Parliament, as it 
is yery short and very clear. After declaring in the pte- 
amble, that whatever alterations of the currency be made 
‘for the common good of the realm,” the “ same sub- 
stance and value’? should be paid; it enacts, that all 
debtors that owe any debts of contract made before, “ pay 
to their creditors of the same sums in substance as was 
intended between them before the making of this act.”’ 
These are the terms of the act which carried into effect, in 
Scotland, the equitable adjustment that | now recommend. 
If Lam correctly inforined, the principle of the equita- 
ble adjustment was also recognized in this country by the 
decision of acourt of law. Lallude to a case which i 
have no doubt is familiar to my noble and learned friend 
upon the woolsack, and which related to a person who, 
having made his will at the commencement of Queen 
Elizabeth’s s reign, lived till near the close of it. As great 
alterations inthe value of the currency had taken place 
dnring that iong reign, the executors were in doubt as 
to the true legal interpretation of the will, whether the 
testator meant that the bequests were to be paid accor- 
ding to the value of the currency when the will was 
‘made, or according to such as existed when it was to be 
executed. The court decided, that as the testator used 
the words, “I give and bequeath,’’ the sums were to 
be paid according to the value of the currency as it exis- 
ted at that time. Here then is the decision of a court of 
law in favour of the principle of an equitable adjustment. 
If we refer to the example of other countries, I need 
only mention the case of Austria, the government of 
which, whatever faults it may possess, W iN not, | suppose. 
he called “ reyulutionary.’ ‘The present Emperor having 
made great alterations in his currency, sent to all the 
magistrates of his vast dominions an edict, sealed up, for- 

fiding them, under the severest penalties, from opening 
i before a certain day ; and desiring them when that day 
arrived, to give it the greatest possible publicity. W hen 
it was opened it was “found to contain a table, or, as 
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was there termed, a scale, according to which it directed 
that all debts antecedently contracted should be discharged. 
if is very remarkable that the same country of Austria 
should have afforded an example of the equitable adjust- 
ment, and also of a measure which in its nature as well 
as itvits effects was very similar to Mr. Peel’s Bill. Your 
lordshinps know that the paper-money in Austria has va- 
ried very considerably in its value, and it has, within my 
own observation, risen from 440 to 250 in paper, as com- 
pared with LOG in silver. The En nperor fixed, as he call- 
ed it, the ratio between them, alfvough that ratio, like 
that between paper and the market prices of gold in this 
country, was not the true relative proportion: and he 
directed that all the taxes should be paid in silver, accor- 
ding to the ratio which he bad thus established. The 
consequences In that.country were the same as have, from 
a similar measure, been meeaiorasl in this, a grievous 
and intolerable distros: and there, as wel! ashere, has 
in some cases been exhibited the monstrous, and, til 
lately, unheard of spectacle, of landlords paying rents to 
their tenants. abans Is tue pressure of tas xation In that 
country, that a great landed proprictor, who kept his 
accon nts with ha ch order and rex a , found atthe end 
of the year, that the taxes which he had paid were no 
less than 75 percent. upon his total expenditure. From 
such a pressite, aggravated by the cause which I have 
mentioned, arose. in that country, as might be expected, 
a general discontent against the government by which 
the people had been thus oppressed. Having made these 
observations upon the gen oral principle s of the equitable 
adjustment, and upon the cases in which it has already 
been adopted, I beg leave to call the attention of your 
Io rdshi ps to the statement made by the petitioner, that 
he is in di anger of losing by the foreclosure of a mortgage 
of sixty thousand potinds the two estates which cost him 
and his father above doable that sum, that is one hundred 
and thirty-two thousand pounds. The depression in the va- 
Ine of those estates is not as great as that which the pe- 
titioner experienced in other estates. which were purcha- 
sad for above thirty-three thousand pounds, and wh.ch were 
sold by him for o1 ily twelve thousand pounds. I know from 
unquestionable authority, that an estate in Bedfordshire 
which was sold, notat a period when laud bore an unusually 
high price, but only six or seven years ago, for twenty-live 
thousand pounds, has lately been purchased by its original 
proprietor for six thousand pounds. Need | say any thing. 
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ean [ say any thing in terms sufficiently strony and ener- 
getic, to shew the intolerable hardship, the cruel and cry- 
ing injustice which the petitioner has suffered by the im- 
mense, unexpected, and almost inconceivable reduction in 
the value of his property, without any reduction whatever 
in the amount of the incumbrances which are charged upon 
it! Need I represent to your lordships that this injustice 
may effect the total confiscation of his property, and that 
this spoliation can be prevented only by an equitable ad- 
justment ? Tillan equitable adjustment shall be formed, 
your duty to your country requires that, in order to protect 
the subjects of these realms and to preserve their property 
from plunder, you ought to suspend the power of fore- 
closure on the part of the mortgagees. Sucha suspension 
would, as the petitioner most truly and justly observes, be 
strictly conformable to the Act of 1812, which restrained 
landlords from exercising the power of levying a distress 
upon their tenants to obtain payments of their rents in 
gold, which had then ceased to be the currency of this 
country. It will, perhaps, be said, that the mortgage of 
sixty thousand pounds upon the estates of this petitioner, 
was very large in its proportional value, and Iam ready to 
admit that such was the case; but I must observe, that the 
same principle applies in all instances, and that the same 
injustice and the same spoliation might take place when 
the proportional amount of the mortgage is very small.— 
I will mention a case which has occurred to a person 
with whom I am acquainted, in Kent, and who has let 
for twenty-one years a farm in that county, for fifty pounds 
per annum, although the rent was before two hundred 
and fifty pounds. The farm contains four hundred acres, 
so that the present rent is exactly half a crown per acro, 
and the farm has been long cultivated as such, and is not a 
new enclosure. In this case, your lordships see that a 
reduction of rent has taken place upon this farm, of eighty 
per cent., and a landed proprietor in Somersetshire in- 
formed me, that he had reduced some of his rents seventy- 
five per cent. If this farm had been bought at thirty 
years’ purchase, when the rent amounted to two hundred 
and fifty pounds, the price would have been seven 
thousand five hundred pounds, and if one thousand five 
hundred pounds of the purchase money had been left upon 
mortgage, the transaction could not be considered as un- 
usual or improvident. What would, however, have been 
the result? The proprietor would have been despoiled 
of his estate, and his other property would have been 
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able for the difference between the amount of the mort- 
gage and the sum for which the estate might be sold. | 
will suppose a case, which, as | am informed, has actually 
occurred, of a great landed proprietor whose income has 
been reduced by the effects of Mr. Peel’s Bill, from sixty to 
thirty thousand pounds a year. I amaware that thirty thou- 
sand pounds is more than a sufficient income, although no 
person likes that his income should be reduced one-half, by 
those measures of plunder and confiscation, which are now 
called ‘a transfer of property ;”’ but this individual is stated 
to have incumbrances, the annual payments on which 
amount to twenty one thousand pounds. Heis, therefore, 
reduced at present, to a net income of nine thousand 
pounds, with a chance, and perhaps a probability of a-still 
further reduction, till his income may become what is 
called in mathematics, “ an evanescent quantity,”’ and dis- 
appears altogether. lL would again ask, and the subject 
cannot be too frequently repeated or too forcibly urged, 
what right can mortgagees have to receive twice as much 
in value as they lent ? What right can any annuitants have 
to.exact in payment twice the amount in value which 
they should receive according to their contracts? What 
right can the public creditors have to expect that the 
people should. be plundered for their profit? I hear much 
about faith to. the public creditors, | ask for justice to the 
public debtors. I ask for justice towards the suffering 
people of these realms; I ask for justice in redressing 
grievances, such as Buonaparte himself in all the pleni- 
tude of his power, and in all the bitterness of his 
wrath, was not able to inflict upon this country.— 
Unless those grievances should be redressed, ruin:must en- 
sue, public as well as private ruin, and convulsions may 
take place such as no man as yet anticipated; convul- 
sions “ of which,” according to the language of a docu- 
ment that we have lately read “ no human foresight can 
ealculate the consequences.’’—Such is the vital importance 
of this question, that it meets you at every step, if you 
should be required to deliberate upon the question of war 
er peace, which may heaven in its mercy avert! you 
would then have to consider whether this country is pre- 
pared for war, wether it can indeed engage in war, while 
it continues to be afflicted with the same distress, and to. be 
menanced by the same dangers. If, as is some tames the 
case, money is considered as the “ sinews of war,” I would 
ask whether it could in reason or in_ justice, be expected 
that further supplies could be furnished by the agricultural 
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population, should it by the measures of Government, be- 
come impoverished, if not ruined? But, if the sinews of 
war consist, as I believe they do, notin money, but ac- 
cording to the language of the poet. in the “ unconqu:r- 
ble will and courage never to submit or yield :” 1 would 
ask whether such a spirit would be shewn by the people, 
if the measures of Government should render them discon- 
tented, and by a continuance of neglect, consign them 
to despair as wellas to distress. It would be needless 
for e to deliberate whether you would unsheath the 
sword, unless you are able to wield it with effect. Unless 
you are prepared that this country should sink into a state 
more base and mean, ard abject, than it ever exhibited at 
any period of its history ; you will redress the grievances 
of the country, and thus revive its spirit and restore its 
energies. it was with the ardent wish to redress its grie- 
vances, to prevent the continuance of tremendous and in- 
tolerable evils, to preserve the peace and to promote the 
prosperity of the country, that | humbly propose to your 
tordshtps, at the commencement of the session, to insti- 
tute an immediate inguiry mio the causes of the present 
dist.ess, and into the means of administering speedy and 
effectual relief. It is with the same views that I now most 
strongly and earnestly recommend to you, to adopt an 
equitatable adjustment. Itwas my wishand my intention 
to ‘have submitted, ere now, to your lordships several 
motions upon the subject ; and amongst others, a propo- 
sition for an equal assessment to the poors’ rates and to all 
other public burdens. I[ have been mduced to postpone 
those motions, as the attention of Parliament, and of the 
public, has ‘been much engaged in considering foreign 
‘transactions, and in reviewing the conduct of fo. ‘elon so- 
vereigns, which we have not the power to control. ‘Those 
motions may be brought forward hereafter with more ad- 
rantage ; but whatever may be their fate, and however 
ineffectual my exertions may be at present, it will always 
be.a consolation to me, that I have protested agatnst leav 
ing unredressed, nay, even unexamined by Parliament, a 
staie of affairs more afflicting to individuals and more alarm- 
ing tothe country, than’was ever vet witnessed ; that | 
have warned your lordships of the calamities which if 
niust produce, and of the convulsions which may cnsue : 
that I have washed my hands of them, and that 1, who 
am ‘animated neither by perty objects nor by personal am- 
bition, have strenously and faithfully endeavoured to dis- 
eharge the duty which {| owe to my country. As to the 
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petition itself, | may hereafter move that it shall be taken 
into consideration, not with refereuce to the case of the 
petitioner. alone, but to the interests of the whole commu- 
nity, and for the purposes of justice to all parties ; but, at 
present, I shall content myself with meving that it be lak 
upon the table. 


THE PETITION OF CHARLES A: THOMSON, OF CHISWICK, IN THB 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 

Most humbly showeth,—That your petitioner has, for many 
years past, paid large sums of money, out of the produce of his in- 
dustry, for the support of the government and laws of the country 
—that he has always been taught to believe, that, in retarn for this 
support, he hada right to expect from the government and: laws 
protection in the mghtly enjoyment of his property; but he has, by 
that government and by those laws been despoiled of his property, 
and that, from a state of opulence, he has, by the unjast effects 
and irre:istibie forces of acts of parliament, been reduced tow state 
of ruin and bankruptey. 

That your petitioner imputes no intentional wrong-doing to your 
honourable house, or to any branch of the government; that: te 
erris not criminal: that if is not given to man to bv from: error ; 
that from error wrong may innocently be cominitted; and that, 
of that obstinate perseverance in error, which converts unmten- 
tional wrong into premeditated injustice, your petitioner: conti- 
deutly hopes that he is not doomed to witness an instance: in the 
conduct of your honourable house. 

That your lonourable house has not now to be informed of the 
mighty mischiefs resulting from the measures for returning to-eash 
payments, unaccompanied as they unhappily were with measures 
for rectifying contracts; ihat the cries of thousands upd thet- 
sands of families, suddenly plunged into penury and want, from 2 
state of ease and of plenty, cannot fail to have reached the ears 
and to have awakened the compassion of your honourable house; 
but that amongst the thousands upen thousands of sutlerers, your 
petitioner believes, that the case of a few can exceed, in hardship 
and injustice, that to which he now most earnestly begs the atten- 
tion of your Loncurable house. 

That your petitioner and his father (now deceased) were Oporto 


werchants for thirty vears, and in the most extensive trade; that 
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an this trade, and in ‘that of wine merchant, in which your pe- 
‘titioner’s father had been for many years previous to those thirty, 
they gained a large fortune ; and that in 1811 and 1812 they, with 
a part of their capital, made divers purchases of land. 

That they purchased the estate of Northaw, in Hertfordshire 
for which they paid, in ready money, 62,0001.; on which estate 
they built two excellent new houses and six cottages, and broke up 
200 acres of land, which they brought into a state of fine cultiva- 
tion; that the whole of these improvements cost them 10,000l.; 
and that the estate, therefore, has cost them 72,000l. 

That, in 1812, your petitioner and his father bargained for the 
estate of Pontrylas, in Herefordshire, for 60,0001., the proprietor 
of which estate was John Ashfordby Trenchard, Doctor of Divinity, 
of Highworth, in the-county of Wilts, and paid 5,555]. as a de- 
posit ; that the title was by the law adviser of your petitioner 
deemed not.good, and that your petitioner accordirgly refused to 
complete the purchase, and ‘brought an action for the deposit: that 
the vender applied to the Court of Chancery to stop the action ; 
that the question remained undecided in that court until 1819, 
during which time your petitioner had not the power to sell the 
estate ; that at the end of that period the Vice Chancellor decided 
against your petitioner; that there was then due to Trenchard for 
purchase money and interest thereon, 71,9571. 19s. 5d., and from 
Trenchard to your petitioner for rents received 6,839l. 1s. 9d. 
making a balance against your petitioner of 65,1181. 17s. 8d. 

That in the mean time your petitioner had experienced great 
reverses in his commercial affairs, in consequence of the same all- 
ruinous cause, and, being unable to pay the sum of 65,1181. 17s. &d. 
gave to Trenchard a mortgage, for 65,000l. on the estates of Pon- 
trylas:and Northaw. 

That between the year 1819, when the Chancery suit was decided 
-and July 1821, your petitioner paid in part of the debt of 65,0001, 
the sum of 5,0001.; and 8,000l. interest on the same up to July, 
1821 

That on the decision of the Chancery suit your petitioner was 
put into possession of the estate, and continued in possession until 
he became bankrupt ; during which time your petitioner received, 
on account of rent and timber, 3,410. 

That in July 1821, your petitioner offered the -two estates for 
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sale, but could not obtain for them a price equal to his expectations 
or the amount of the sum for which they were mortgaged. 

That in October 1821, your petitioner became a bankrupt. 

That Trenchard thereon took the proper and legal steps to retain 
the profits of the estate, and has since given notice of fore-closing 
the mortgage. 

That thus your petitioner has actually paid to Trenchard 18,5551 
while he has received from the estate $,4101. and is in danger of 
losing both this estate and his estate at Northway, which cost your 
petitioner 72,0001. 

That, on the other hand, Dr. Trenchard has reeived in cash from 
your petitioner 18,555]. together with the whole rents of the estate 
from the time of sale up to the year 1819; and that he has now 
applied to the assignees of your petitioner for leave to take the 
two estates, together with all arrears of rent, which are due from 
February, 1819 (and which, together with timber felled, your pe- 
titioner estimates at about 3,5001.) in lieu of the debt of 60,0001. 

That the assignees of your petitioner are now praying, the Court 
of Chancery to agiee tothe above proposal, and that if the prayer 
should be granted, Trenchard will have received the whole rents 
and profit of the estate except for two years, and 1,470l. for tim- 
ber, that he will have been paid 18,5551. by your petitioner; and 
that in addition to his own estate, he will have acquired the estate 
of Northaw. which cost your petitioner 72,000l. 

That your petitioner and his deceased father purchased other 
estates, in 1811, in the counties of Middlesex, Essex, and Hants; 
for 33,1661. which have now been actually sold for 12,0001.; tha 
our petitioner and his father, owing to the depression in the price 
of land, and to a like depression in that of their stock in trade, 
were in 1821 reduced to a state of bankruptcy; that seven children 
of your petitioner, ten children of his brother, and seven children 
of his sister, will now be left wholly destitute, while your petitioner's 
father, with a heart broken by these calamities, died in the year 
1822. 


It is to prevent this act of crying injustice and cruelty, that your 
petitioner humbly implores your honourable house, to interpose 
tlie exercise of that power which you possess, for the purpose of 
protecting his Majesty's people against oppression. Your petitioner 
thinks it wholly unnecessary to take up the time of your honour- 
able house in shewing, that the threatened confiscation of his pro 
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perty has arisen wholly from those legislative measures, which have 
produced that change in the value of money, which has taken two- 
thirds from the price of agricultural produce, and which has, of 
course, lessened in tlie same degree the price of land. His case 
is so plain, that.it cannot be misunderstoad; and, therefore, begging 
leave toremind your honourable house of the Bank Suspension Act 


in 1797, of the suspension of actions against the non-resident clergy 


in 1800 (which actions were afterwards quashed by an act of your 
honourable house), and of the suspension of the landlord's power 
of distress agalast tenants, in 1812—vour petitioner begging leave 
to remind your honourable .house, to. suspend the power by which 
the mortgagees above-mentioned may be enabled to take from him 
his estate; and, he further prays your honourable house, to cause 
such. equitable adjustment of contracts between man and man, as 
may prevent the utter ruin of your petitioner; and of the numerous 
persons dependent for their bread on his pecuniary means. 

And your petitioner will ever pray, 

C. A. THOMSON. 
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THE S#fOCk EXCHANGE HOAX, 





We are indaeed to insert the following peiition, in the 
hope of doing some little justice to one of the most in- 
jured individuals in'the country. Every body ‘competent 
to entertain an opinion on the subject, is now ‘atisfied 
that Mr. Butt had no knowledge whatever of the “ Stock 
Eachange Hoax,’ which was made the means of .effect- 
ing hisrain.. The treatment le has since received, almos‘ 
confounds belief. He was prosecuted for alleged hbels, 
published in sheer defence of his own ciiaracter :—and at 
last’ kept in: prison by the treasury, whicu bad. paia the 
plaintiff Conant his expenses, appatently on purpose’ to 
keep Mr. Butt in prison !—thus laving him without the 
means of getting out, even by the payment of the mio- 
riey ; for it was aetnaily paid, and no one was authorised 
to take it a’ second time! Bat the document will speak 


vetter for itself. 
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Mr, BUTT’sS PETITION, presented by Mr. Hobhouse to the 


House of Commons, on the 19th June, 1823.—Ordered by the 
House of Commons to be printed. 


To the Honorable the Commons of the United Parliament of 
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled, 


The Humble Petition of RICHARD GATIIOR .«E BUTT, 


RespectrULLY SHEwetu, 


That your Petitioner was arrested on the 13th day of May,’ in 
the year 1820, for the defendant’s costs of two actions which your 
Petitioner had brought against the late Sir Nathaniel Conant, Chief 
Magistrate of Polica, at Bow Street Office, and the late John Addi- 
son Newman, Esq. Keeper of his Majesty’s Gaol ‘of Newgate, it 
consequence of the Magistrate having committed your Pétiaioner 
to prison on charges, upon oath, of libels on thie late’ Lords Etlenbo- 
rough andCastlereagh, before the Grand Jury had‘found a Bill 6fin- 
dictment. That upon the trial of the said cause against Sir Nath. 
Conant, the Special Jury returned a Special Verdict, with one shil- 
ling damages for your Petitioner, subject to’the opinidi of thie 
Court upofr the legal point, which afterwards was desided’ against 
your Petitioner by the four Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. 
And upon thesecond action Lord Chief Justice Datlas» directed ; the 
Jury to nonsuit your Petitioner, on the ground that a Gaoler was 
liable to an [Indictment if he did not receive the body of a Prisoner 
upon the warrant of a Magistrate. That the costs of the former 
action mounted to £155, and of the latterto £93 ; and your Peti- 
tioner further begs leave to représent to your honotrable” House 
that being desirous to comply with the direct law of the land, ac- 
cording'‘to the copy of causes obtained from the governor’ of the 
prison, your petitioner directed his friends to call upon the.defend- 
ants and their solicitor, in order to settle payment, which being 
done, the said defendants and their solicitor, stated their anxiety 
to release your petitioner, but that they could not discharge your 
petitioner without the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury, having 
heen paid the aforesaid costs in fall by the said'board, and' therefore 
could ‘not receive the money of your petitioner or his: friends, it not 
being lawful to receive money fur a debt twice ; neither could they 
give the discharge, though they stood there as your petitioner’s 
plaintiffs, and being the only parties who could lawfully do. so, but 
recommended an application to the Lords of the Treasury, as their 
Lordships were the parties holding your petitioner in prison. 

And your petitioner begs leave further to state to your horour- 
abte House, that in consequence of the aforesaid application’ to the 
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parties, your petitioner made a representation to the governor of 
the White-cross-street prison, begging him to point out the manner 
by which your petitioner could obtain his release, who stated» 
that as the Government were not known upon his books in this 
transaction he could not receive his discharge but from the parties 
expressed in the copy of causes, but gave his opinion that upon ap- 
plication to the Judges the discharge would take place as the writ 
was satisfied, the defendants having been paid—your’ petitioner 
therefore begs leave to state to your honourable House, that your 
petitioner took out a summons for the parties to appear before 
Mr. Justice Richardson at chambers, to shew cause why your pe- 
titioner should notbe discharged from prison, the debt having been 
. paid and satisfied, when after having discussed the case his Lord- 
ship recommended an application to the Court, which caused your 
petitioner to apply t» Sergeant Vaughan, to move his Majesty’s 
eurt of Common Pleas, vpon affidavit, for a rule for the defendants 
to..shew cause why your petitioner should not be discharged, 
the defendants having no c'aim upon your petitioner, the costs 
being fully paid by the Lords of the Treasury, upon which the 
Court, after consultation, refused the rule, stating, the Court did 
not choose to go into the case. Your petitioner also begs leave 
further to represent to vour honourable House, that a ‘statement 
having heen made to Lord Viscount Sidmouth, his Majesty’s then 
Seerctary of State for the Home department, by J. W. Parkins, Esq. 
sheriff of Lordon, setting forth the extreme hardship of your pe- 
titioner’s case, a reply was sent to that gentleman, that’ his Lord- 
ship’ had made inquiry and could not learn that your ‘petitioner 
“was confined under any crown process.—Your’ petitioner 
then maile application, by a full statement of his'case, to Mr. Sheriff 
Waithman, requesting his interference and information, whether 
he would take the amount of debt for, which your petitioner was 
confined) in his custody, and set your petitioner free, when‘ your pe- 
titioner received a written answer, that he had consulted his legal 
advisers and found it was a case in which the sheriffs‘¢ould not 
interfere. Your petitioner farther bevs leave to'crave the'attention 


of your honourable House in stating, that your ‘petitioner presented 
petitions to the Lords and Commons on the 26th of June, 1820, 
throngh Earl Grey and Mr. Denman; and also again another peti- 
- tion throngb the same nobleman and, honourable gentleman, on the 
20th of February, and 2ist of March, 1822, eh latter petition 
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being ordered to be printed by your honourable House, no 
further steps were taken upon it, which left your petitioner 
witbout hopes of ever regaining his liberty, having left nothing 
undone to obtain this desirable object, both in Cuurts 
of Law, applications to his Majesty's Government, and to 
both Houses, of Parliament. And your petitioner further begs 
to state to your honourable House, that on his present Majes- 
ty’s accession to the throne, all crown debtors were liberated with 
the exception of your petitioner. Your petitioner further begs 
leave to solicit the attention of your honourable House in represen- 
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ting, that after having considered his case hopeless in being ne- 
glected by both Houses of Parliament ; and the courts of Law refu- 
sing to entertain your petitioner’s case, your petitioner’s héalth be- 
gan materially to decline, from his long confinement, great priva- 
: tions, from loss of property, and the numerous acts of mjustice your 
petitioner had sustained from varions quarters, when your petitioner 
was informed as he conceives, by the interference of divine Provi- 
dence, that both your petitioner’s plaintiffs, and the Solicitor in 
their causes, had departed this hfe, which accordingly induced your 
petitioner to seek out the several Executors in order to revive his 
application for his enlargement, and your petitioner further takes 
the hberty in stating to your honaurable House that having made 
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such apphcation to the executors, your petitioner was informed 


eq 


that upon their referring to the accounts of the deceased persons, 
no debt appeared tobe due from your petitioner to the Estates ; 
but as the debt had been paid by the Lords of the Treasury, they 
thought it expedient to make application to that honourable Board, 
setting forth their anxiety to release your petitioner, and requested 
their Lordships concurrence to their wishes, which caused their 





Lordships to sanction the said application, and your petitioner was 
hy the authority of the Executors released, after ‘an imprisonment 
of eight hundred and three days, on the 26th of July, 1822. 

Your petitioner therefore prays vour honourable House will be 
pleased to afford your petitioner such redréss as‘in its wisdom it 
may deem to be proper, and to take such steps to prevent a recur- 
reace of similar circumstances again being resorted: vey, in depri- 
ving bis Majesty’s subjects of ‘their liberty by indirect means. 

And your petitioucr, as in duty boand, wilh ever pray 
sh | Rod. BUTT. 
Blenheim Hotel, Bond Stréet, 6th Mav, 1625, 
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